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Did you know that going “green” can also be an effective way to help
the poor?
I’ll be the first to admit that the term “green” is overused and often
exploited on the part of many groups to tout silly – even anti-human –
agendas. And that’s a shame. Because when you define being “green”
as simply being a good steward of God’s creation, we Christians have
got a lot to offer – especially when it comes to caring for the human
part of God’s creation; particularly the poor.
According to the World Bank, more than 1.4 million people worldwide –
mostly in rural Asia and Africa – don’t have access to electricity, and
about 3 billion use non-renewable materials like wood, charcoal, even waste, for cooking and
heating. These sources are not only bad for the environment, but economically draining.
Although solar power is typically considered an expensive energy source, several years ago an
Ohio man named Allen Rainey discovered that solar energy was a lot more affordable than grid
electricity for the 50 acres he owned in rural Indiana. Solar power did everything grid electricity
did, just without the monthly bill.
As a follower of Christ, Rainey wasn’t content to keep his discovery to himself. In 2001, he took
a trip to Honduras with a medical missions group to help install solar-powered refrigerators for
a medical clinic that provided vaccines to prevented deadly childhood diseases. The following
year, he returned to Honduras to help install solar lighting in churches and a backup power
system for an emergency room. Later, he travelled to Kenya and again to Honduras to install 25
solar systems in rural areas.
Not only were these energy improvements better for the environment, but they were much more
sustainable for those with limited financial resources. Each solar power system lasts 30 years
on its own, and Rainey and his team trained the local residents to maintain these systems into
future decades. Now that’s true sustainability and a perfect reflection of biblical stewardship!
To date, Rainey and his organization – SonLight Power – have also installed solar power in
orphanages, hospitals, and churches in Guatemala, Haiti, Ecuador, Ethiopia, and Mexico.
These examples demonstrate that instead of existing as two separate agendas,
environmental sustainability and the fight to end poverty are inextricably linked.

